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they had Implicit trust in me and that they would
investigate everything I had laid before them.
Regarding my personal financial affairs he asked me
to go over to the Supreme Economic Council and
there meet one M, Gurievitch, to whom he tele-
phoned, and who would put things straight. Telling
me at the same time that but for one Mansanev and
himself some of the foreign groups would have
had me out of Russia some three months earlier.

I had some doubts as to M. Gurievitch ?s financial
settlement of my affairs. I had heard something of
his methods in " settling " Russia's debts to England
and had no desire to have my own affairs handled
on a similar basis. Naturally the word of a man like
Sludsky was acceptable to me.

When I saw Gurievitch his chief desire seemed
to be to learn what had passed in Sludsky's office,
However, I was not disposed to give out much
information, and merely replied that Sludsky had
assured me that he, Gurievitch, would settle my
finances. This seemed to considerably relieve him,
and he told me one of his assistants would deal
with the matter and everything would be adjusted.
I was rapidly learning that in modern Russia
passing the " baby " is a most popular pastime. As
I later learned from Verom, another of Sludsky's
assistants, I was convinced that Gurievitch was
merely outwardly keeping faith with Sludsky, and
that actually he did not care much whether my
finances were settled or not.

I am mentioning all this to show the chaotic state